TOP 10 TIPS
CUT YOUR COMPANY’S UTILITY BILLS

Want to get your overheads in order? Look carefully at your utility costs. Utility Auditing, partners in delivering the Chamber Utilities™ service offers some top tips for powering up your profits.

With energy bills having risen by as much as 60 per cent over the past twelve months, there is a huge financial imperative to buy energy at the most competitive price and stem the waste through pursuing best practice in energy efficiency management.
1. Shop around for the best deal and service on energy and seek independent advice. As part of your Chamber membership package, each organisation is entitled to a free annual business energy review. 
2. Don’t leave it too late to review your contract and get locked in. Companies who are facing April renewals for their gas or electricity need to act now. Suppliers require between 30 to 90 days’ customer termination notice to switch contract and many businesses don’t realise this and are leaving it too late to find a more competitive alternative. 
3. The size of your gas meter affects the price you pay. Make sure yours is the right size.

4. Matching how your business operates to the most appropriate electricity tariff can produce significant savings. 

5. Government research shows that up to 20% of business energy is wasted. Take advantage of Carbon Trust grant funding (available to eligible companies through Chamber Utilities™) to help you cut costs through becoming more energy efficient.
6. Lighting in a typical office costs about £3 per square metre annually. Energy efficiency could help you cut your annual lighting bills by two thirds.  Energy efficient lighting solutions combined with timers, sensors and controls can help you make dramatic bottom line savings. Qualifying Chamber members can benefit from free lighting surveys. 
7. Heating costs rise by about 8% for each degree celsius of overheating. Check thermostat settings regularly. The recommended heating level for shops, restaurants and offices is 19 degrees Celsius.

8. Interest free loans and enhanced capital allowances are available for many energy efficiency measures. Contact Chamber Utilities™ for further details. 
9. Check that the valuation of your water rates is correct. Overcharges can be recovered dating back over a six-year period. 
10. Eliminate areas of water waste and excessive consumption. Chamber Utilities™ can advise on total water management and leak detection, as well as ensuring that users optimise efficiency by having the right meter size.
For further advice contact Chamber Utilities™ on 0845 120 2423, info@chamberutilities.co.uk
